LIPDUB VIDEO AS STUDENT ASSIGNMENT
Question:

Can | ask my students, as a course project, to produce a lipdub video incorporating commercially
available songs or would that be requiring them to violate copyright?

Answer:

Your proposed student assignment could be carried out by your students in compliance with the
copyright act (it is, of course, up to them to ensure that they do actually comply). In particular, the use
of commercially available songs in a student-created lipdub video would likely qualify for the non-
commercial user-generated content exception (section 29.21), which has been referred to as the “mash-
up exception” and the “Youtube exception”.

UBC’s Copyright Guidelines provide the following overview of this exception and what it permits:

An individual may, for non-commercial purposes, use a published work to create a new work
provided that the individual had reasonable grounds to believe that the published work used did
not infringe copyright, the individual mentions the source of the published work and the use of
such published work does not have a substantial negative effect to the copyright holder of the
published work.

A few important points. First, the exception is only available to individuals, and not to other legal
entities (such as UBC). As long as the video will be created strictly by students, and not by UBC staff in
the course of their employment at UBC, this requirement would be met by the lipdub video.

Second, the use must result in a “new work” —a modified, augmented, or re-cast version of the original.
Since the music would be incorporated into a video, and since the video would presumably be the
original copyrighted work of the students, this requirement would also likely be met by the lipdub video.

Third, the use must be strictly non-commercial. It sounds like the students who create the video would
meet this requirement, but it’s also important to consider how the video will be used after the course
requirement has been completed.

Finally, the students should (1) use a legally purchased copy of the recording, (2) provide attribution to
the author and source of the recording, and (3) use the recording in a way that does not adversely

impact the copyright holder (financially or otherwise).

You may also wish to notify your students that their videos must comply with copyright law, and we can
help you craft that communication to the students.
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