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RECREATING COPYRIGHTED FIGURES 

 

Question: 

 

If I am unable to use a particular figure, would I be violating copyright by recreating the figure? 

 

Answer: 

 

If you are recreating the existing figure, yes. While the fixed expression of factual information (e.g., in a 

figure) can be protected by copyright, facts in themselves cannot. Thus, you should feel free to use the 

depicted data to create a new figure, however, if the new figure resembles the original figure too closely, 

that might pose a copyright concern. We usually recommend thinking about this scenario in terms of 

your intent. If your intent is to use the data to create a new figure, that would likely be fine. However, if 

your intent in creating a new figure is simply to bypass the need to respect the copyright in the original, 

then this would likely pose a copyright concern. 

  


